The German Society of Ultrasound in Medicine was created from the German Working Group for Diagnostic Ultrasound (DAUD) in 1978. The latter was founded in 1971 by just 15 scientists from the fields of neurology, neurosurgery, trauma surgery, gynecology and obstetrics, internal medicine, oral and maxillofacial surgery, and physics and was registered with the registration office in 1972 [1] . In 1976, it was decided at the annual ultrasound convention in Heidelberg to combine the yearly conventions of the German, Austrian (ÖGUM), and Swiss (SGUM) ultrasound societies into one Dreiländertreffen to be held on a rotating basis in the three countries. Given the growing number of members, the decision was made at the DAUD member meeting during the first Dreiländertreffen in Vienna on 12/8/ 1977 to rename the DAUD the German Society of Ultrasound in Medicine effective 7/5/1978 [2] . While the number of members was still only 152 in 1978, it has continuously increased since then with a total of 10 647 by the end of 2017 (▶ Fig. 1) . Today, the German Society of Ultrasound in Medicine (DEGUM) is not only one of the largest scientific medical societies in Germany but is also one of the largest ultrasound societies worldwide. It is comprised of sections and working groups.
From the beginning DEGUM's goal was to achieve a professional training standard for physicians in the field of diagnostic ultrasound by means of congresses, continuing education events, and continuing education courses/seminars. In the last 40 years, DEGUM has organized 14 Dreiländertreffen in Germany, 3 of these in cooperation with Euroson (▶ Table 1 ), as well as numerous continuing education courses.
In 2011 the ultrasound academy was founded as a DEGUM affiliate. It helps the course instructors of the DEGUM sections and working groups implement DEGUM-certified ultrasound courses and continuing education in ultrasound. The academy provides corresponding information regarding all DEGUM-certified courses via the course portal [3] .
Well-trained ultrasound users can acquire a DEGUM certificate in all sections and working groups as proof of their qualification. The 3-level concept [4] that was established in diagnostic ultrasound in obstetrics already in the early 1980 s has since been adopted by all DEGUM sections/working groups as the corresponding qualification level concept.
Within the last years, DEGUM's Internet presence has also been completely redesigned [3] . All important DEGUM-related information is clearly listed in corresponding columns. To enable as many patients as possible to profit from professional diagnostic ultrasound services, the names of certified physicians are listed on the DEGUM website according to area of specialization, level of qualification and location, allowing patients to perform a simple search.
The establishment of the European Journal of Ultrasound as a journal for members of the three German-speaking ultrasound societies in 1980 by R. Müller (SGUM), E. Reinold (ÖGUM) and G. Rettenmaier (DEGUM) marked a further milestone in the field of ultrasound. With 15 000 copies per issue, the journal is not only a successful mix of scientific articles and certified continuing education articles but is also one of the highest ranked imaging journals internationally.
DEGUM's collaboration with the Austrian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine (ÖGUM) and the Swiss Society of Ultrasound in Medicine (SGUM) has resulted not only in the annual Dreiländertreffen but also an intensive exchange of ideas in the fields of science and continuing education. Together with EUROSON, international communication is also maintained. Im Verbund mit der Österreichischen Gesellschaft für Ultraschall in der Medizin (ÖGUM) und der Schweizerischen Gesellschaft für Ultraschall in der Medizin (SGUM) findet nicht nur das alljährliche Dreiländertreffen statt, sondern auch ein intensiver Austausch auf dem Gebiet der Wissenschaft und der Fortbildung. Gemeinsam mit der EUROSON wird auch die internationale Kommunikation gepflegt.
Die Herausgeber der Zeitschrift Ultraschall in der Medizin (European Journal of Ultrasound) wünschen der Deutschen Gesellschaft für Ultraschall auch für die kommenden Jahre viel Erfolg und eine weiterhin gute und freundschaftliche Zusammenarbeit mit den kooperierenden Ultraschallgesellschaften.
